Chase Green Wetlands

Public Consultation — October 2022

You can view this consultation and complete a questionnaire at letstalk.enfield.gov.uk/chase-green-wetlands
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Proposals for Chase Green Wetlands

It is proposed to construct a series of wetland features at the northern end of Chase Green that
will be fed by surface water runoff from the local drainage network. These Sustainable
Drainage Systems (often referred to as SuDS) will:
¢ Increase the quality and quantity of rainwater flowing into the nearby New River Loop
e Enhance the biodiversity and amenity value of Chase Green — making it better for
people and wildlife
e Help to reduce flood risk in Enfield Town centre by slowing the flow of runoff

The proposed wetlands will act as an important tool to protect against the impacts of climate
change through acting as a buffer against extreme weather events, soaking up heavy rainfall
during storm events as well as storing and releasing water slowly in drier times to protect
against the most severe impacts of droughts.
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Surface water diverted through underground pipes into the wetland and
then eventually on to help fill the New River Loop

Wetland cells excavated on average 1 meter deep planted with native
marginal wetland plants and a few native trees

& Proposed footbridges or causeways enabling access across the
wetlands and the option of some seating, formal or informal, standard
benches, reclaimed timber or tree trunk logs?

E’i— The New River Loop which is within a 100m distance of the Green

Previous wetland schemes created by Enfield Council include Firs Farm Wetlands (left) and Enfield
Town Park Wetlands (right)



Wetland Benefits
Biodiversity and Amenity

Wetlands are unique ecosystems which create amazing opportunities for urban
wildlife to thrive including aquatic macroinvertebrates, such as dragonflies and
pond skaters, amphibians, birds, and fish. It is estimated that they are the most
biodiverse habitat on earth, providing a home for over 100,000 species. There are
also opportunities for tree planting around the wetlands which will bring benefits of
improved air quality in the area.

Wetlands also create opportunities for the local community to become involved in
environmental improvements. A wide range of actions and activities, such as
planting events, co-managing, community classes and citizen science connect
people to nature, so all are able to benefit.

Improving Water Quality

One of the key benefits from wetlands is that they have the capacity to
improve and maintain water quality as they can clean and filter out sediment
and pollutants.

Water is slowed as it flows through the wetlands, sediment drops to the
wetland floor and is trapped by roots and plants and becomes bound the soil.
This leaves the water cleaner and pollutants become locked away from
contact with plants and animals. This also prevents harmful pollutants from
entering the nearest watercourse which in this case is the New River Loop.

Reducing Flood Risk

Wetlands have the ability to protect us from surface water flooding from high
rainfall and intense storm events. They do this by soaking up excessive
rainfall and slowing the flow of water

Flooding has the potential to significantly impact people’s mental health and
financial wellbeing. These wetlands will reduce the risk of flooding in the
surrounding area and downstream.



Chase Green Site Analysis

1) The north of Chase Green is a large open space within the site with some houses
facing onto the tree lined space which slopes and dips towards Chase Side Road.

vz,

14

77

\
N
\!

2) The more central area offers some shelter from the road and appears to be a preferred
place for informal games and people sitting and chatting. The footpath offers a fairly
busy pedestrian route connecting residential areas with the town centre.
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(3) Informal footpaths weave through the mature woodland edge creating a pleasant walk

and secluded place to enjoy nature.

-——3 Main pedestrian movement/routes from surrounding residential
areas towards Enfield Town centre and Enfield Chase station

Informal paths through woodland edge

@ Busy bus stops
Ve /4 Busy roads
’1 _': The New River Loop which is within a 100m distance of the 3
4 The south end of Chase Green offers an important green buffer to a more urban feel as
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it nears the Town Centre with busy bus stops and traffic



Chase Green Wetland Visualisations

An artistic visualisation of the scheme showing the wetlands looking north east at eye level view

The wetlands proposed are designed to sit naturally in the landscape and
will take up less than 10% of the area of Chase Green




Chase Green Wetland Visualisations

An artist’s visualisation of the scheme showing a before and after of Chase Green facing from Chase Side.
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Chase Green Wetland Visualisations

A visualisation of the scheme showing a cross section of the proposed wetlands

There are opportunities for tree
planting around the wetlands
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The design will include shallow Aquatic wetland species will be
slopes leading from the footpath planted in the basins

down to the wetland cells



